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The Association of Caribbean Women Writers and Scholars (ACWWS) was formed in 1994 to build on the momentum 
sparked by the 1988 Caribbean Women Writers and Scholars Conference organized by Prof. Selwyn Cudjoe (then of 
Wellesley College), and thereby advance creative writing and critical work by and about Caribbean women. 
 
ACWWS celebrates and circulates the literature, orature, and literary scholarship of Caribbean women, but has ex-
panded to include multidisciplinary research about Caribbean women, gender, and sexuality. The organization 
strives to provide a forum for critical examinations of this wide body of work; increase awareness of the Caribbean 
diaspora; and foster a climate of cooperation among all linguistic and cultural groups of the Caribbean. 
 
Please visit our website at: www.acwws.org 
ACWWS Newsletter Editor: M. Alexandra Cornelius,Director, Center for Women's and Gender Studies, Florida  
International University 

http://www.acwws.org
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President’s Report 
Greetings ACWWS 
members and affiliates. 
Given the recent over-
turn of Roe V. Wade in 
the United States, and 
the myriad other obsta-
cles standing in the way 
of the safety and well-
being of women in our 
world today (including 
Caribbean women at 
home and in our dias-
poras), I greet you from 
the state of Florida with 
a mixture of trepidation, 
renewed determination 

and faith. My faith is in us—in our resilience and in our 
determination to forge ahead despite the machinations 
of those who speak with a forked tongue about the sanc-
tity of all life, but do not mean us well and care little 
about our lives. We see this lack of concern for us as 
women and other marginalized individuals and groups 
exhibited in many spheres of public and private life, in 
governmental policies and laws that are often weapon-
ized against us with impunity, brazenness and careless 
disregard.  That is why we have to double down in our 
commitment to love and support each other fiercely. The 
burden “to care” is on us women, as it has been, histori-
cally.  
 
However, these issues are not just of concern for wom-
en. I have three sons---all three are not yet fathers---and 
the look on their faces when I told them Roe V. Wade 
had been overturned was identically aghast and disbe-
lieving. I have raised them to be sexually responsible 
and to understand that reproductive rights affect them 
too and that, furthermore, their support for women’s bod-
ily autonomy should be unequivocal.  
 
I urge all of us, and our allies and solidarity partners, to 
see caring for ourselves and each other, not as a bur-
den, but as a call to action, a mandate and a privilege 
afforded to us by the very fact of our survival—the power 
to effect meaningful change is ours to seize. However, it 
is incumbent upon us to find ways to do so that are 
healthy and sustaining for our bodies, minds and spirits 
and to stand firm on the core values of bodily and spiritu-
al autonomy, fairness and justice that we hold sacred.  

So many of us are in need of “safe houses” and “cities of 
refuge” today and I suspect that need is going to be-
come exponentially more urgent. Will you commit to be-
ing a safe house or a city of refuge for someone? Will 
you put aside your pride and reach out when you need 
such a space for yourself? When we adopt the ways of 
hegemonic patriarchy we run the risk of becoming cyni-
cal, unapproachable and hardened against each other, 
which leaves some of us isolated in our struggles and, 
as Audre Lorde reminds us, “there is no liberation with-
out community.” It is going to take strategic navigation 
and a reliance on the learned survival skills our ances-
tors taught us, to beat back these forces of evil that are 
becoming increasingly merciless in their hunger for pow-
er and dominance. We will need both logic-based strate-
gies and heightened emotional intelligence to win this 
war for our bodily, spiritual and political autonomy. Per-
sonally, I know that it is going to take a careful balancing 
of complementary energies, of hardness and softness, of 
strength and nurturing, of illuminating light and soothing, 
regenerative darkness, to maintain my wholeness and 
sanity, given where I live and what I’m up  against daily. 
It seems to me that is how we survived the onslaught 
against our humanity in the past and the only way we 
can continue in the future. We are going to need all of 
our C words in this season: collaboration, collectivism, 
community, caring, commitment and courage. Proceed 
with caution, but keep it moving. We have come too far 
to give up now.  
 

Retrospective on the 2021-22  

Academic Year for ACWWS 
We started off the academic year with a brand-new 
board. My mission as the new president included build-
ing upon the legacy of our founders and former govern-
ance boards and membership, rebuilding our operational 
infrastructure and forging creative and productive part-
nerships to advance our organizational goals. This year 
has been a challenge as I struggled with finding a bal-
ance between my career, managing a chronic health 
issue, and being a good steward over this organization 
in order to preserve its legacy and do my part to advance 
its potential under my tenure. We discovered that the 
ACWWS had long ago lost its status as a nonprofit and 
needed to be rechartered. At this writing, we are a newly 
chartered not-for-profit entity and we are open for busi-
ness with new creative partnerships and funding 
sources.  We will be reaching out to individuals of Carib-
bean descent who are well resourced and have a vested 
interest in who we are and in the issues that concern us 
who would like to become “Friends of ACWWS.” Their 

Aza Weir-Soley, Ph.D.  
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generous donations and “in kind” support will help us to 
become a greater resource for our Caribbean and Carib-
bean women’s community at home and in our diverse 
Caribbean diasporas.  
 
In collaboration with new partner groups which include 
the Center for Women and Gender Studies, the African & 
African Diaspora Studies Program, the Maurice A. Ferré 
Institute for Civic Leadership, the Black Faculty Associa-
tion (all of Florida International University) De Gruyter 
Press in Berlin, Caricon Literary Festival in LA and the 
Louise Bennett-Coverley Heritage Council in South Flori-
da, we have conducted panel discussions and scholarly, 
creative writing and publishing workshops for the benefit 
of our members, affiliates, and partner groups mentioned 
above. Additionally, we continue to support our members 
and affiliates by creating opportunities for the promotion 
and dissemination of the literary and scholarly works of 
Caribbean women writers and scholars and others who 
work in the fields of Caribbean/Caribbean Women’s 
Studies. We are proud to report that the Graduate Stu-
dent Essay Contest (founded by the previous ACWWS 
governance board) is now in its 5th year.  In January of 
2022, we conducted and produced an interview with the 
brilliant Haitian scholar, creative writer, and English Pro-
fessor, Dr. Beaudelaine Pierre, which focused on her 
highly engaging and timely work, You May Have the 
Suitcase Now. The interview is posted on our You-Tube 
channel, “ACWWS talk di tings.” Be on the look-out for 
similar creative and professional-building initiatives from 
this organization such as a novel writing workshop by 
famed Trinidadian author and ACWWS member, Profes-
sor Elizabeth Nunez and a public online reading from her 
10th book, Now Lila Knows, both scheduled for early in 
the fall term of 2022. As usual, all events are free for 
ACWWS members and members of affiliated partner 
organizations. 
 
In August of 2022, we plan to launch our new website 
which will carry both of our publications, The ACWWS 
Newsletter and MaComère: the Journal of the Associa-
tion of Caribbean Women Writers and Scholars as online 
entities that will serve the publication needs of our mem-
bers and of the wider Caribbean writing and scholarly 
community.  Be on the lookout for the CFP for Ma-
Comère from our Publications Editor, Dr. Alexandra Cor-
nelius, through whose efforts we were able to secure the 
funding to resurrect our journal and revamp our website. 
For these two feats alone, the ACWWS owes Dr. Cor-
nelius a debt of gratitude which I know you will repay by 
sending her your best scholarly works for the relaunch of 
our beloved MaComère journal in 2023. 

These and other exciting developments mark the new 
direction in which the ACWWS is moving. In light of the 
above and future endeavors for the ACWWS, I want to 
give acknowledgments to my new board whose dedica-
tion and commitment this year has allowed us to make 
substantial progress in meeting our organizational goals. 
We extend thanks to our VP, Dr. Carol Bailey, who not 
only successfully hosted our scholarly writing workshop, 
but generously committed to helping the ACWWS to nav-
igate unwieldy banking obstacles arising from the fact 
that our new board is comprised of members residing in 
the Caribbean as well as in and outside of the US main-
land. We are grateful to Dr. Bailey for stepping up to as-
sist our treasurer, Dr. Allison Francis, who works with us 
from Hawaii, and also for taking the lead on locating a 
site for the next ACWWS conference. In like manner, we 
extend a debt of gratitude to our secretary, Dr. Daniele 
Bobb, whose stalwart professionalism, executive skills 
and consistency have added immeasurable value to our 
organization, especially in this first year as a board when 
consistency and dedication were sorely needed for 
steady growth and structure. Thanks also to our treasur-
er, Dr. Allison Francis, who doubled as both treasurer 
and host for our fall 2021 poetry workshop. The poetry 
workshop is just one of the creative writing initiatives we 
hope to continue in the future in order to meet the de-
mands of our members who are poets and creative writ-
ers. We urge members to come out to these events and, 
whenever possible, reach out to us and volunteer to host 
an event that may be of benefit to our members. In addi-
tion to being our archivist, Dr. Michael Grafals assumes 
dual roles as Spanish-language translator and ACWWS 
liaison with our Spanish-speaking stakeholders which 
allows us to keep faith with our mission to strengthen our 
relationships with our Spanish-speaking constituents, 
and to create a more inclusive and Pan-Caribbean cli-
mate in the ACWWS. Our social media Director, Dr. 
Marissel Hernandez Romero, was with us for a short 
time and helped us to plan the Author Interview for 
Beaudelaine Pierre. She has since moved on to launch 
her publishing house, Ediciones Las Negras. We wish 
Dr. Hernandez Romero much success in this new ven-
ture and thank her for her services to ACWWS. We also 
wish to thank immediate past-president, Dr. Giselle Ana-
tol, whose experience, institutional memory and alle-
giance to ACWWS and the larger Caribbean women’s 
scholarly community keep us honest as we navigate our 
growing pains and learning curves in this first year. Simi-
larly, we owe a debt of gratitude to former treasurer, Dr. 
Winnifred Brown-Glaude, who has patiently and gener-
ously supported our treasurer and the ACWWS organi-
zation this year. 
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Similarly, we are thankful for the generosity and exper-
tise of ACWWS member, Dr. Beaudelaine Pierre, and 
our archivist, Dr. Michael Grafals, both of whom did ex-
cellent translation work for our mission statement on the 
revamped ACWWS website. Dr. Pierre did the French 
and Haitian Creole translations and Dr. Grafals was re-
sponsible for our Spanish translation. We have drawn on 
the expertise of other ACWWS members such as Dr.  
Lena Taub who assisted with the author interview men-
tioned above, and graduate student, Ms. Saniorah Edou-
ard, who has contributed to our platform this year by as-
sisting with technical issues for the author interview and 
contributing her reflections on her work in Ghana for this 
newsletter. I extend our gratitude to them and to other 
members who have generously supported the ACWWS 
this year by donating their time and expertise and by 
participating in our events this past academic year. The 
ACWWS belongs to all of us and without your full sup-
port we can neither build nor grow. We appreciate you 
and request your continued support for Academic Year 
2022-23.  Please check out our revamped website at 
www.acwws.org and, while there, kindly renew your 
membership so you may continue to benefit from our 
programmatic initiatives and retain unfettered access to 
our publications.   

 
How you can help the ACWWS to grow:  
1. Please forward to us the names and contact infor-

mation for likeminded persons and/or organizations 
that you believe would be interested in supporting 
our goals and mission and becoming members and/
or “Friends of the ACWWS.” Remind them that 
members and friends will receive access to our 
Newsletter, our scholarly journal (MaComere), bi-
annual conferences, author interviews, and to our 
yearly programing which includes professional work-
shops for writers and scholars, readings, panel dis-
cussions, essay contest for graduate student mem-
bers, and future events within our professional am-
bit. Membership dues are posted on our website and 
suggested donations will be added for anyone who 
wants to be “Friends of ACWWS.” 

2. At this writing, the ACWWS website is greatly im-
proved, but still under construction. We are looking 
for photographs, short video clips and other pertinent 
content that will invigorate the website and make it 
more interactive as well as more visually appealing. 
Please send us unique or iconographic photographs 
from your region of the Caribbean as well as short 
video clips, pictures, etc. showcasing a significant 
cultural event or persona that may be of interest to 
our members. Landscape photographs must be tak-

en landscape style (as opposed to portrait) and you 
must have permission to post the photograph unless 
you took it yourself. We will have another link for 
portraits, however, you must also have permission 
from the subject and/or owner of the photograph 
and/or video clip in order for us to post it. Send an 
identifying description or title for the photograph/
video clip to be added below it.   

3. We need to replace our Social Media Director. 
Please send us suggestions for persons you think 
might be a good fit (acwwsexecutive@gmail.com) so 
we can open an election for this important position. 
Also, once the ballot has been distributed, please 
participate by voting. 

4. We have awesome events planned for the 2022-23 
Academic year (such as our bi-annual conference, 
our refereed journal launched on our website, our 
writing and other professional development work-
shops and readings). Please support the organiza-
tion by participating in these events and helping us 
to promote them through your private networks and 
encourage friends to become members so they may 
benefit as well. Send all inquiries to acwwsexecu-
tive@gmail.com.  

5. Volunteer to host a scholarly or creative workshop 
on zoom and/or send us an email with suggestions 
for ways to improve our organization and/or add to 
our resources.  

6. Volunteer to read for our essay contest and to help 
with translations, promotion, fundraising and other 
important ACWWS activities and programs. 

 
We sincerely hope that you enjoy the contents of this 
newsletter, and that next year, when the call goes out for 
content, you will submit a piece for consideration. For us 
on the board and for the members who actively partici-
pate, growing ACWWS is both time-consuming volunteer 
work and a labor of love. We do it because we love our 
Caribbean women’s community and our Caribbean com-
munities at large and value the role that ACWWS plays 
in advancing the interest of these communities. These 
days when we are all stretched in multiple directions all 
at once and inhabiting spaces that are hostile to our well
-being, where we and our labors are dismissed and un-
dervalued, it is easy to grow weary and lose sight of why 
we do what we do. Rest if you must, but don’t give up. 
Reach out and ask for a hand and, if you can, reach out 
and give a hand. Together we can work to create the 
kinds of organizations and spaces that help us to thrive 
and grow. Sending you much love and strength enough 
for all your journeys. 

http://www.acwws.org
mailto:acwwsexecutive@gmail.com
mailto:acwwsexecutive@gmail.com
mailto:acwwsexecutive@gmail.com
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Report on ACWWS  

Writing Workshops 
Carol Bailey 

 
As an enthusiastic admirer and grateful beneficiary of the 
work of the Association of Caribbean Women Writers 
and Scholars, it was truly an honor to have been nomi-
nated as Vice President for the 2121-2023 executive 
term, and an even greater honor to be elected. 
 
One of the main goals of the Association is to promote 
scholarship, creative and related work by and about Car-
ibbean women and the experiences of Caribbean people 
in general. The organization is therefore deliberate about 
the ways that it approaches this work. In other words, we 
do not wait for conferences and other forums to hear 
what our members have produced and at that point en-
gage in the standard (though useful) conversations about 
the scholarship or creative works presented. To that end, 
writing workshops are central to ACWWS’s commitment 
to advancing the work of our members in all disciplines. I 
am therefore using my first VP report to share two suc-
cessful events that showcase our commitment to ad-
vancing excellent scholarly productivity among our mem-
bers.   
 
ACWWS was fortunate to have the support of the Mau-
rice A. Ferré Institute for Civic Leadership at Florida In-
ternational University, and the organizational support of 
the institute’s founding director, Dr. Agatha Caraballo. 
The technical support that the institute provided, along 
with Dr. Caraballo’s investment in the workshops made 
these virtual workshops not only possible but resound-
ingly successful.   
 
As we planned our activities for the year, the executive 
body all agreed that one of our first activities would be a 
writing workshop for scholarly work. We invited our mem-
bers to register for the event planned for Friday October 
29, 2021. The response was enthusiastic and encourag-
ing. I therefore embraced the opportunity to plan and 
host this important event. Over 21 members attended the 
3-hour workshop which entailed a general introduction, 
breakout rooms in which two members wrote and shared 
their work, and a very productive feedback session. 
 
This event made even more visible, the value that 
ACWWS’s places on meaningful and supportive collabo-
rations. We all left the workshop feeling more connected 
to each other, and with each member feeling that they 
not only had a chance to write and receive constructive 

feedback on their work, but also that they had estab-
lished a relationship – professional and personal – with 
another member of the organization.   
 
Our second writing workshop was a gift that came to us 
through initial contact between ACWWS president, Aza 
Weir-Soley and Rittgerodt Acquisitions Editor at Walter 
De Gruyter who offered to conduct to a free publication 
workshop for our members. Located in Berlin, Germany, 
and built on a commitment to interdisciplinary exchange, 
De Gruyter is a family-owned publisher that has been 
publishing academic content since 1749. They were 
therefore an ideal partner for ACWWS. This opportunity 
was an unexpected and logical follow-up to the October 
2021 writing workshop. Attendance at this workshop 
demonstrates both the need for such offerings and their 
value to our membership. Over 30 participants showed 
up for this event, and the fact that editor Rittgerodt con-
sidered ACWWS a viable partner testifies to the reputa-
tion that the organization’s leaders over the years have 
established in the academic and supporting communi-
ties.  
 
In support of the creative writers among us, Dr. Allison 
Francis, ACWWS Treasurer, led a poetry workshop on 
November 12, 2021. This was an interactive virtual work-
shop in which a diverse group of 8 participants “explored 
the themes of love, language and the Caribbean Diaspo-
ra through the Japanese haiku” for which Dr. Francis 
provided virtual (video and photo) prompts. This work-
shop also included small breakout rooms, short breaks, 
and individual performances in the large group. Dr. Fran-
cis reports that, “By the end of the workshop, all the par-
ticipants had blended their mother tongues and English 
into powerful, insightful haikus about love, language, and 
the Caribbean Diaspora.” We greatly appreciate Dr. 
Francis’s efforts, and the way she skillfully utilize the new 
mode, Zoom, to support creative writers and advance 
ACWWS’s broader community-building and collaborative 
efforts to promote productivity in all disciplines and gen-
res.  
 
Writing, publication, and related workshops will continue 
to be a staple of the organization. We Plan to launch our 
next term with a creative writing workshop which author 
Elizabeth Nunez will conduct, and we plan to host a few 
others in the 2022-2023 term.     
 
We are pleased to support our members at different 
stages of their careers and with projects at varying points 
of completion to advance their work to successful publi-
cation.  
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It's been 34 years since the inauguration of the First In-
ternational Conference on Women Writers of the English
-speaking Caribbean. Two years later, Selwyn R. Cudjoe 
(organizer of the conference) edited the landmark vol-
ume Caribbean Women Writers: Essays from the First 
International Conference (1990). The opening of 
Cudjoe's "Introduction" marks the inauguration as a sin-
gular event in the history of the Caribbean: 
 

On April 16, 1988, the Black Studies Department 
of Wellesley College brought together more than 
fifty women writers and their critics, primarily 
from the English-speaking Caribbean, to talk 
about their work. For the first time since their 
ancestors came to the New World in the six-
teenth century these women and men were able 
to come together to talk about their writings and 
to let the world know what they seek to achieve 
when they set out to write about their experienc-
es. This volume records their testimonies as 
they give voice to their experiences…(5) 
 

Cudjoe's introduction goes on to develop a genealogy of 
Caribbean woman writers leading up to those  included 
in the volume. Cudjoe introduces us chronologically to 
Mary Prince, Gertrudis Gomez de Avellaneda, Mary 
Seacole, Jean Rhys, Una Marson, Louise Bennett, Clau-
dia Jones, Phyllis Shand Allfrey, Clara Rosa de Lima, 
Rosa Guy, and Sylvia Wynter as the "first phase" of writ-
ers leading up to the "new era in the writing of women in 
the English-speaking Caribbean" (43). 
 
My brief retrospective here cannot do justice to the sym-
phony of foundational voices included in the volume's 
vitally important section "The Text: In Their Own Words," 
a section that includes testimonies from the first phase 
and the new era of Caribbean women writers, an era 
ushered in (according to Cudjoe) by the publication of 
Merle Hodge’s Crick Crack Moneky (1970). The section 
includes testimonies by Rosa Guy, Opal Palmer Adisa, 
Erna Brodber, Mere Hodge, Jamaica Kincaid, Michelle 
Cliff, and M. NourbeSe Philip, among many more. But I 
did want to provide a "cut 'n' mixed" sampling of voices 
on various themes. 
 

Many of the writers spoke of the influence of mothers on 
their work. Rosa Guy in "The Human Spirit" poignantly 
relates how as a child she bonded with her mother over 
their interpretation of novels, and how this gifted her a 
spiritual legacy that supported her after her mother's 
death when she was forced to leave Trinidad as an or-
phan to live in the United States: "Certainly the link that 
bound my mother and me went beyond the average par-
ent-child relationship, beyond the economics of our situ-
ation, beyond pain, the suffering of impending death, 
and death" (129-130). Opal Palmer Adisa in "She Scrape 
She Knee: The Theme of My Work" finds in Louise Ben-
nett a "Jamaican Queen Mother of verse and humor": "I 
remember my surprise that such a bold knee scraper 
was allowed to flaunt her sassiness, her tenacity, her 
affirmation of herself and us. But later I was to learn that 
knee scrapers are never allowed anything, that we seize 
the moment, the day" (149). 
 
The writers also voice important formulations on the role 
of fiction. In "Challenges of the Struggle for Sovereignty," 
Merle Hodge states: "I began writing, in my adult life, in 
protest against my education and the arrogant assump-
tions upon which it rested: that I and my world were 
nothing" (202). For Hodge, fiction has a transformative 
effect on reality: "When fiction draws upon our world, 
when it recreates our reality, it helps give validity to our 
world" (206). In "Fiction in the Scientific Procedure," Er-
na Brodber describes herself "as a sociologist and my 
fiction writing as a part of my sociological method" (164). 
She describes the way that  Jane and Louisa Will Soon 
Come Home (1980) grew out of her research in Jamai-
can sociology, including her studies Abandonment of 
Children in Jamaica (1974) and Yards in the City of King-
ston (1975). Her novel is described as "an instrument" to 
think through the cardinal problem of her research: "the 
relationship between history, tradition, and defense 
mechanisms" (167). 
 
In Cudjoe's interview with Jamaica Kincaid, we are sur-
prised to learn that her interest in writing came from 
watching the French film La Jetée and reading the mod-
ernist stories of Alain Robbe-Grillet: "When I read them, 
the top of my head came off and I thought, 'This is really 
living!'" (223). In M. NourbeSe Philip's "Managing the  

A Symphony of Foundational Voices: 34 Years After  
Caribbean Women Writers: Essays from the First International Conference 

Michael Grafals 
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Unmanageable," she describes how She Tries Her 
Tongue, Her Silence Softly Breaks (1988) resulted in an  
epistemological break from Western European traditions 
and systems of knowledge, a break that made her an 
"epistemological orphan" but which allowed for an 
"authentic leap from margin to frontier" (300). Phillip is 
echoed by Michelle Cliff, who claims her purpose as a 
writer of Afro-Caribbean heritage and Western indoctri-
nation to be the rejection of speechlessness by 
"inventing my own peculiar speech, one that attempts to 
draw together everything I am and have been" (264).  
 
As we near the 35th anniversary of our inaugural confer-
ence, the testimonies in Selwyn's volume offer us the 
opportunity as members of the ACWWS to experience a 

sankofa moment: we listen to the voices of the past to 
discover a way forward. I'm reminded of Daryl Cumber 
Dance's essay “Go Eena Kumbla: A Comparison of Erna 
Brodber’s Jane and Louisa Will Soon Come Home and 
Toni Cade Bambara’s The Salt Eaters” included in the 
volume: "[In their novels, psychic healing] grows out of a 
community, is usually mediated through a female and/or 
an ancestor figure, and moves each character toward a 
cleansing transcendence, a spiritual rebirth, a psychic 
wholeness, a revelatory discovery, a reclaiming of self 
within the black community, and a personal libera-
tion" (182). 
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GBV: Not Just Man and Oman 

Business 
By Opal Palmer Adisa 

Gender-based violence is not a new phenomenon, nor is 
it peculiar to Jamaica. Yet, it is painfully frightening to 
witness the disregard for women in this country. Almost 
weekly there are reports of stabbings, murders, or other 
attacks on women. Not long after, a boyfriend or other 
male associate is charged with the crime.  
 
That is why in 2021, I launched the Thursday in Black 
Campaign to end Gender-based Violence (GBV) in col-
laboration with the Jamaica Council of Churches and the 
Nurses Association of Jamaica, to bring greater social 
awareness to this issue that accelerated during COVID-
19 lockdowns. 
 
More than one in every four women in Jamaica has ex-
perienced physical and sexual violence in her lifetime. 
The first comprehensive Jamaica National Survey on 
Gender-Based Violence revealed a prevalence of 27.8 
per cent.  
 

While I knew there was a disjuncture between academia 
and the masses, it was not until the first local Thursday 
in Black Campaign that I understood how wide a gap 
exists. While my team and I were out on the street with 
placards (as seen here) men and women stopped to ask 
what GBV is and even when I explained some were still 
uncertain what gender-based violence was because, in 
the Jamaican context, GBV is man and woman busi-
ness. This demonstrates that patriarchal domination is 
implanted in our society. Our culture equates love with 
violence and as a way to resolve issues. This and other 
social and cultural factors allow for continuous violation 
of our women. 
 
We must recognize that when a man hits a woman, the 
entire society is affected by the time lost from work, 
medical expenses, and the neglect of her children due to 
physical injury and shame. Research also shows that 
GBV is inter-generational and that some children inter-
nalize the violence they witness and later become vic-
tims or perpetrators themselves.  
 
We must simultaneously work with victims and the per-
petrators to fix the issues because if our interventions 
are primarily rescuing women from the home, we will 
never be able to provide enough safe spaces for victims. 
We must engage in an island-wide educational cam-
paign to let everyone know that GBV is societal and that 
everyone has a role in eliminating this behaviour. 
Schools and churches must partner in providing counsel-
ling to boys and girls about what a positive relationship 
looks like, and train them in conflict resolution.  
 
A group of feminists, myself included, have been push-
ing for more disaggregated data from law enforcement 
and government agencies and requested that newspa-
pers use the word femicide to describe the murder of 
women, so we can readily access evidence of crimes 
against women and girls. GBV is an indictment of our 
society. It illuminates the vast inequities, the fact that 
women are still viewed as property, and shows how far 
away we are from resolving the societal problem of gen-
der-based violence. 
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This brief examination of some early personal experienc-
es (as a child, and young Blacklesbian), that shaped my 
identity and identification with England and Barbados 
uses the original childhood spelling of my name, and is 
written in the third person. 
 
As a primary school age child in England, Dorothy re-
members struggling with differences between her home 
life, and life as shown on T.V. For example, a school-
book showed a sequence of morning rituals: the child in 
the board-book brushed their teeth after breakfast. At 
home they brushed their teeth, first thing. Dorothy tried 
various ways of opening the concertina book, to make 
that sequence right, concluding the book was faulty. 
However, no one else seemed to notice. A self-
consciousness of her speech was already present. She 
was very careful, to say ‘Iron’ like I-an rather than how 
they said it at home, Eye-un. To say ‘Aunt’ rather than 
Ant; to call it a ‘cooker’ rather than ‘d’stove’! These little 
things, indicated her ‘otherness’, to both the predomi-
nantly white working-class children and middle-class 
teachers. In her classroom were a handful of other col-
oured children: an African girl and boy, with the ‘West 
Indians’ mostly Jamaican-parentage. There were no oth-
er children with Barbadian parents at the school, (not 
counting her sister in the year above).  
 
It was best to be careful around English (aka white) peo-
ple. Dorothy was cautious of making friends with white 
girls at school. However, there was also the contradic-
tion of bullying by her West Indian school friends, for her 
Bajan pronunciation, her cleverness, and being dressed 
in school-uniform clothes, in a school with no uniform.  
 
Dorothy grew up custom to hearing the English saying: 
“Wogs, go home!” or “Go back where you came from!” 
So, another coping strategy for her, became to imagine 
she’d actually been born in Barbados, as this gave her a 
‘home’ to go back to.  
 
In 1974 the family visited Barbados for several weeks. 
Flying from the UK, was a major financial undertaking; it 
was the first time either parent had returned since leav-
ing in the 1950s.  
 
On arrival Dorothy was mortified to find her Englishness 
cause for comment, and worse she had to listen careful-

ly to understand Gran’mother – her Bajan being stronger 
and faster than she was used to. Mummy became 
daughter, to a stern, strict, and disapproving Mum. Doro-
thy was protective of her and disliked her Gran’mother 
upsetting her.  
 
Gran’mother and other women neighbours, demonstrat-
ed an over concern with Dorothy (and her sister, older by 
eighteen months) getting pregnant. Any call from a boy/
man, or exchange of words would inevitably get a girl in 
trouble. Dorothy’s lack of interest didn’t impact their ex-
pectations, and SHE felt undermined by this.  
 
Dorothy came back to London reformed by her stay in 
Barbados. Mostly silent for weeks, anxious about sound-
ing ‘right’; she’d been ‘little english’, and ‘back home’ 
wasn’t a home at all! She was clear – about not going 
back. She did not want to be spied on, judged as rude, 
or boy-crazy! But then, where was ‘home’? 
 
It was 1988 before Dorothy visited again, out from 
Hunter College, CUNY where she was studying for an 
MA in Anthropology. Dorothy, by this time had discov-
ered Santeria (thanks to her mentor and friend, 
‘Professor’ Myrna Bain), received elekes, warriors, kept 
an ancestor shrine, and was regularly attending Misa 
(blanca), in her Puerto Rican Madrina’s Bronx home. 
This, together with research including Caribbean migra-
tion, her expanded pan-Caribbean Hunter experience, 
and being able in NYC to be:  Black but Caribbean, and 
British, encouraged this return. Dorothy was now in her 
mid-twenties, in a relationship with another British Black-
woman, childless, and studying overseas in New York. 
In Barbados, she used the latter to excuse: having no 
children, not being married, and as armour - from the 
onslaught of male attention. 
 
Dorothy left London writing and performing poetry, ac-
tively using and saving her Bajan voice from extinction. 
This together with her NYC experiences, were pivotal to 
her wanting to re-visit Barbados. That visit marking yet 
another significant becoming, on the journey of identity.  
 
Dorothea Smartt 
PhD Student Cultural Studies 
University of the West Indies, Cave Hill 

Dorothy: Brit-born Bajan of the Diaspora 
Dorothea Smartt 
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Price to Pay for Being Gay/

Transgender in Jamaica 
Yvonne McCalla Sobers 

 
Class, money, and status can often determine the ability 
of a gay or transgender (GT) youth to survive in Jamai-
ca. The Larry Chang Foundation sought to close that 
gap.  
 
Privileged GT youth like Johnnie (not his real name) lives 
with his family in a secure gated community, and travels 
by private car. His family will ensure he attends universi-
ty overseas and settles in an LGBTQ-friendly country. 
Sexual orientation will be a taboo topic, and unspoken 
rules will prevent Johnnie from being visibly GT on his 
visits to Jamaica. 
 
However, affluence can provide just so much protection 
in a homophobic society. For example, Javed Jaghi, a 
Jamaican Dartmouth College graduate, came out as gay 
when he challenged the buggery law as unconstitutional. 
When he withdrew the lawsuit, he cited threats of vio-
lence and concern about the burden the court case 
placed on his family.   
 
Outspoken upper-class gay activists, such as Maurice 
Tomlinson and Larry Chang, have migrated for their 
safety. Businessman and gay activist Brian Williamson, 
who chose to remain, was found dead with multiple stab 
wounds while a crowd outside his home sang anti-gay 
dancehall lyrics.  
 
Dwayne Jones’s story is closer to the realities of poor GT 
youth.  Dwayne’s family threw her out when she was 
twelve years old. They feared her “girlie-girlie” ways 
would disgrace them. Worse still, Dwayne risked being 
found guilty of buggery, a crime that is a relic of colonial-
ism. Jamaica retains buggery laws that Britain repealed 
50 years ago.  Further, popular Church doctrine supports 
retention of these laws as God’s will.  
 
At 16 years old, Dwayne was beaten, stabbed, shot, run 
over by a car, and dumped in bushes. Her offence was 
being biologically male while dressed in women’s attire, 
and no one helped her. Her family at first refused to 
claim her corpse from the morgue, and, to date, no one 
has been arrested or charged in relation to this murder.  
 
Shawna (not her real name) was one of about 30 home-
less GT youth who lived in an urban gully (storm drain). 

Like Dwayne, Shawna was forced to leave home when 
she reached puberty. Dressed as a woman, she survived 
by selling sex, snacks, and sometimes stolen phones.  
 
Life in the gully carried risks. On a day of flood rains, 
three youth barely escaped drowning.  A rock, hurled by 
a passer-by, broke Shawna’s leg, forcing her to find 
more risky shelter. Additionally, the police harassed the 
group, burning their belongings, illegally detaining them, 
and exposing them to jail cell beatings.  
 
Concern about youth like Dwayne and Shawna led to the 
setting up of the Larry Chang Foundation (LCF), of which 
I am a director. LCF helps poor homeless Jamaican 
LGBTQ youth to find the stability and support needed for 
independent living. 
 
Accustomed to their urban hustling, the gully youth were 
at first hesitant to relocate to the rural space LCF found 
for them. However, they ran out of options when the au-
thorities sealed off the gully and prevented them from 
settling elsewhere in the city.  
 
Funding allowed LCF to hire a social worker as house 
mother. This person provided oversight and helped the 
youth develop the skills and attitudes needed to seek 
and hold jobs.  
 
The shelter has given formerly homeless GT youth the 
chance to change the trajectory of their lives. Like their 
more affluent peers, many of the youth have seized op-
portunities to settle overseas. Others nurture the fragile 
hope that a day will come when they no longer feel 
obliged to pay a high price to be young and GT in the 
land of their birth. 
   
Yvonne McCalla Sobers 
Educator, human rights activist, and director of the Larry 
Chang Foundation 
 
To help us to carry on our work, please feel free to con-
tact the Larry Chang Foundation at   
larrychangcentre@gmail.com  
 
 
   
  
 

mailto:larrychangcentre@gmail.com
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RIVERTON CITY: SACRIFICE ZONE 
By Diana McCaulay 

A sacrifice zone is defined as a populated, geographical area impaired by high levels of pollution. 

On the afternoon I sat down to write this piece, an area 
of the main waste disposal site for Kingston caught fire 
again. I realized anew that an environmental victory is in 
many ways an absence – a forest not razed, hotel not 
built, fishers not displaced, communities unmined. A 
dump that has not burned. While it is hard to look at any 
of Jamaica’s garbage dumps – they are not landfills – 
and conclude any kind of victory, it is true that there has 
not been a major fire at the Riverton City Waste Disposal 
Site (WDS) in St Catherine since 2018. Fires have bro-
ken out, but they have been quickly suppressed, as was 
the one on July 12, 2022. Yet the dump remains a dump. 
Communities still surround Riverton, people still work as 
waste pickers in poor conditions.   

 
The Riverton dump is one of the places that was a cata-
lyst for my 30-year journey as an environmental activist. 
In 1990, when I, a lifelong Kingston resident, first visited, 
I had given no thought to where the bag of garbage I put 
at my gate ended up. It was a shock to confront River-
ton’s mound of stinking waste, being combed through by 
hundreds of people, including children. I stood there in 
my neat clothes and sun hat and tried not to wrinkle my 
nose at the smell. A boy in torn-up underpants waded 
into the scummy grey water of the Duhaney River, 
waved to me, and I took a photo of him. I used that photo 
in my environmental talks – my ‘we must do something’ 
talks – which lay ahead.  

 
Riverton City was then and remains a sacrifice zone for 
the entire island, an away place we don’t want to think 
about. The dwellings range from government housing, 
ovens in the heat of the day; to those cobbled together 
with discarded zinc, plywood and tarpaulins. The 
dumpsite itself is a hill of garbage which contains every 
type of human detritus – discarded batteries, car tyres, 
electronic waste, rotten meat, plastic of breathtaking 
scale and variety, construction waste, the paper of indus-
try, the cardboard of a throwaway, mobile, developing 
country, even medical waste on occasion. Riverton has 
few of the attributes of a landfill – it is not fenced, it is not 
lined, there is no capture of gases or leachate, there is 
no prior sorting of incoming waste. It has a history of vio-
lence. It was first permitted under the environmental laws 
in 2005 but not a single one of the permit conditions was 
adhered to. The permit expired in 2010 and was only 
reissued in 2018.  
 
At least there is a permit now.  
 
Riverton was established at least 50 years ago by the 
then Kingston and St. Andrew Corporation or KSAC, to 
take most of the city’s waste. In the 1960s, the KSAC’s 
main problems were described as the maintenance of 
their trucks – at least half of the fleet was off the road at  
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any time – and the failure of citizens to properly contain-
erise their garbage. Today, still, any article on Riverton 
will mention the hurdle of the broken-down trucks and 
the failure of citizens to containerise their garbage.   
 
The story of Riverton is not the more common one of the 
tropical island paradise. A humid, swampy, low-lying, 
mosquito-infested place was slowly settled by people 
drawn from rural areas by the hope of employment; peo-
ple escaping slum clearance or gun violence elsewhere 
in the city; people with nothing but each other. Perhaps 
they felt sheltered by Riverton-the-wasteland; safe, be-
cause it was too awful for anyone else to want. Here, 
there would never be hotels or villas, upscale townhous-
es or commercial buildings. Here was a land on the mar-
gins for the settling. In those early days, the Duhaney 
River must have been a good source of fresh water, and 
I see those first people in my mind, slowly reclaiming the 
swamp and building their houses, planting banana trees 
and makeshift pens for the raising of animals, building a 
community. Their owna place.  
  
My last visit to Riverton was a tour in 2018, after the ma-
jor fire which was deliberately set. I remembered the boy 
I had seen in the Duhaney River on my first visit – he 
would be a man now, if still alive. Was he now a waste 
picker or an arsonist, or had he beaten the odds, be-
come the first person in his family to complete secondary 
school, working perhaps in a government office or at the 
front desk of a hotel on the other side of the island?  

I edged away from the group and climbed the hill of 
waste alone. At the top, the air was sharp and clear due 
to recent rain and I lifted my eyes to the glorious Blue 
Mountains – a gift to all Kingstonians. Everyone in River-
ton has this view. Turning, I saw Kingston Harbour, the 
high-rise buildings of New Kingston and the cranes of 
Gordon Quay at the Port. I saw the south coast of Jamai-
ca, the Port Royal cays, the houses of Portmore and 
Independence City, the businesses of Spanish Town 
Road, and the nearest communities – Riverton, Shanty, 
Riverton Meadows. And I thought about where 
dumpsites are located, who lives there, and the lines we 
draw to separate one place from another. The stories we 
tell. Here is the dump, over there is not the dump. The 
borders we invent: constituency, garrisons, turf, corner. 
Uptown, downtown. Inner city, middle-class community, 
upper sinandrew. You people, those people, Labourite, 
Comrade. The line we draw between humanity and na-
ture, fouling much, sending our waste away for the Oth-
ers to deal with.   
 
From the vantage point of the garbage hill of Riverton, 
our disconnections were laid bare. And it struck me that 
we have yet to learn that when our waste burns, the 
smoke reaches us all.  
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There are grave inequalities and health outcome dispari-
ties within healthcare systems in the Caribbean, the dias-
pora, as well as globally, that impact pregnancy, child-
birth, and childbearing people’s abilities to sustainably 
keep self and child alive. These inequalities manifest 
along racialized, gendered, physical and cognitive lines, 
as well as in relation to physical weight, socio-economic 
class, immigration status, and sexuality. Exactly what 
needs to be done to ameliorate patterns of fatalities, 
morbidities, and general neglect that disproportionately 
impact the wellbeing of BIPOC populations calls for us 
as scholars, practitioners, policymakers, story-tellers, 
and care providers to use an interdisciplinary approach 
to question our tactics of calling to action and conscious-
ness. We, Pere and Timmia DeRoy, entered the conver-
sation on reproductive healthcare disparities from two 
vastly different perspectives, disciplines, backgrounds, 
and positionalities, but each with the aim of facilitating 
ameliorative and radical rather than palliative change. 

 
These issues were thrown into relief for each of us 
through our personal lives, as a result of the palpable, 
differential treatments we received during our reproduc-
tive journey using Assisted Reproductive Technology 
(ART) to conceive our child. The different ways that we 
were treated highlighted fears that had already existed 
and we were able to connect to oppressive systems we 
exist within. Our experience served as the impetus for 
our common research interests in healthcare disparities 
and motivated us to engage these issues using our dif-
ferent academic disciplines to understand the different 
ways meanings are written onto our differently-positioned 
bodies and how that reflects the disparities around us. 
As we discussed the implications of our lived experienc-

es and our epistemological assumptions about the fears 
(and/or lack of fear) around conceiving and parenting, we 
found that not just our personal understanding, but our 
research is deepened and expanded by entering dia-
logue with each other and each other’s fields.  

 
Pere (she/they) approaches the topic of healthcare dis-
parities from a transnational decolonial feminist public 
policy angle as a Women, Gender & Sexuality Studies 
scholar, and has been engaged in reproductive health 
activism, education, and research for the better part of a 
decade. They interrogate policy goals and outcomes and 
the power relations at play in both policy design and im-
plementation. Their current research examines how 
pregnancy, childbirth, and parenting-related deaths of 
Queer and Trans BIPOC populations are framed and 
addressed historically, in our contemporary time, in the 
US, in Guyana, as well as internationally speaking 
across mainstream media and among dominant policy-
making spaces and personnel. Their research aims to be 
descriptive and transformative for themselves as well as 
for populations that hold debilitating fear of the medical 
establishment, and about their ability to survive pregnan-
cy and be able to parent in a healthy and safe way for 
themselves and their potential off-spring. Their work 
aims to reveal and unpack assumptions that sit at the 
crux of past and current global policies that fail to sys-
temically address inequities and privileges that are per-
ceived as the natural norm.  
 
Timmia (she/her), a transnational and decolonial theatre 
practitioner and scholar, examines reproductive health 
inequalities from the angle of narrative: who controls rel-
evant narratives and how said narrative influences  

Exploring Reproductive Health Disparities 

Through Interdisciplinary Practice 
by Pere DeRoy, PhD Guyanese/American student in Women, Gender & Sexuality Studies, University of Kansas, 

Timmia Hearn DeRoy, American/Trinidadian PhD candidate in Theatre Studies, University of Kansas 
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people’s perceived and lived realities. Her research inter-
rogates whom stories are told about, for, and how narra-
tive construction, direction, and audience influence 
health outcomes and the perception of those outcomes. 
She is currently exploring reproductive healthcare in 
Guyana as a case-study, investigating how the practice 
of storytelling itself can transform historical and social 
narratives in ways that generate societal change. She 
specifically asks the question of how theatre and other 
storytelling practices can tackle traumatic subject matter 
in ways that are both trauma-informed and healing. She 
uses practice-as-research to engage and explore these 
questions.  

 
Though each conducting research separately, we find 
that being able to engage in interdisciplinary conversa-
tions, exchanging diverse sources across specializa-
tions, and learning from each other’s perspectives, 
stretches our respective research in new directions and 
dimensions. For instance, Timmia utilizes frameworks 
developed in the social sciences to expand her ways of 
directing, writing, and researching theatre. Frameworks 
including Reproductive Justice and Disability Justice 
have fundamentally transformed her practice in the re-
hearsal space, as well as the way she approaches telling 
stories, and the way she’s able to frame productions she 
directs. Pere has come to engage with the theatre and 
other arenas in which performances occur as spaces 
where embodied experiences are shared and can reso-
nate with audiences’ experiences or make them feel oth-
ered. She has also been inspired by the potential of nar-
rative: how the stories people tell themselves, and the 
ones that are told about them, operate in every situation, 
shaping all types of interactions. This framework has led 
Pere to question what stories the world currently tells of 
Black populations, and how and why particular stories 
have been routinely passed on, from one generation to 
the next,  informally and in institutionalized settings such 
those creating public policy, doing damage across time 
and place. In this way, violence continues to occur even 
when there are specific anti-violence laws in place. Our 
research has brought us two common answers to the 
question of why Black birthing people die at such a dis-
proportionate rate in relation to other populations: (1) the 
narratives utilized to define the problem are biased by 
hegemonic belief systems including white supremacist 
heteropatriarchy and (2) the perspectives people who 
hold the power to institutionalize these narratives as self-
evident facts through repetition in media, public policies, 
programs design, implementation, and evaluation go 
largely unchecked. 

Narratives create realities, and are as effective in shifting 
ideas and patterns of interactions in policy-making ven-
ues as on the stage. It is only through collectively interro-
gating these questions from our different disciplines that 
we find we are able to start seeing a more comprehen-
sive, accurate picture of of the reoccurring theme of 
healthcare disparities for Black women in Guyana, in the 
larger Caribbean, and internationally. One major take-
away from our constant exchange of information, frame-
works and learning is that interdisciplinary research de-
mands deep listening, challenging the assumptions 
shaped by our disciplines and requiring openness to dif-
ferent ways of knowing. For both of us, conducting repro-
ductive research means exploring narratives and the 
power dynamics that have created them, institutionalized 
them, and administered them, and challenging the praxis 
that leaves these narratives unchallenged and rooted. 
 
———————— 
1 Here we use the term “birthing people” to encompass all 

those who can, have, and hope to give birth. “Birthing people” 
focuses on the anatomical ability to give birth, instead of fo-
cusing (as “women” does) on people’s gender identities.  
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Find Your Friends 
by Saniorah Edouard 

In  Lose Your Mother, Sadiya Hartman  masterfully 
blends the lines of genre and blurs the divisions among 
disciplines. Hartman simultaneously performs as a histo-
rian, theorist, and autobiographer bringing the reader into 
an understanding of the history and impact of the slave 
dungeons through the account of her visits to the Cape 
Coast Slave Castles in Ghana. I embraced this work, 
especially since I myself had recently visited the dun-
geons and had a similar emotional, yet revelatory, expe-
rience.  Like Hartman, I journeyed optimistically to the 
Cape Coast Castle in search of an experience reconnect 
me to “home.” Although I was aware that many concep-
tions of Africa are monolithic, political, and essentialized, 
I told myself that I was looking not for the idealized 
“mother Africa,” but rather an experience of her that 
would reconnect me to my ancestors who were never 
able to return. And again, as Hartman states, I found in 
the dungeons nothing but “silence and excrement”, 
which left me with an unbelievable grief for all the lives 
that were stolen there.  
 
The experience did ultimately connect me to the mother-
land, but not in the ways I had expected or envisioned. 
Instead of retrieving my ancestors, I reconsidered what 
my relationship to the land and people would be by un-
derstanding that my connection to this history hadn’t be-
gun or ended when my forbears had, presumably, 
walked out of the “Door of No Return.” I, instead, held 
the grief of their incalculable loss in my consciousness 
alongside the prospect of a PanAfrican politics and con-
ceptions of diaspora that didn't require an erasure of the 
differences between who I am now and who they were 
then.  
 
My experience in the slave dungeon was a necessary 
part of my journey and, I believe, set the stage for a new 
connection to be formed to the land and people of Ghana 
on my most recent trip to the continent for the “Peace 
Jam Ghana Youth Conference.” The conference, hosted 
by the West African Center for Peace Foundation , 
boasted over 750 students in attendance from various 
regions of Ghana. Students gathered for keynotes from 
Nobel Peace Prize laureates, mentorship, fellowship, 
and education on peace-making and grass root organiz-
ing. I had the honor of presenting my workshop “The Art 
of Allyship",and served as a mentor to a group of twelve 
middle and high school students from various schools. 

My mentoring experiences brought me the unique oppor-
tunity to speak to Ghanaian youth about the joys and 
struggles they experience in their diverse communities. 
Some social issues like teen pregnancy and violence 
were similar to those of my own upbringing, while others 
were specific to the socioeconomic and political land-
scape of Ghana. I learned, in real time, about the cul-
tures, foods, languages, and diverse life experiences of 
these young Ghanains, while also sharing my own expe-
riences as a young black woman immigrant from Haiti 
living in the United States.  
 
Additionally, I was able to create new friendships with my 
fellow mentors who were young adults from across Gha-
na. The Ghanian youth at the conference were so full of 
life, never missing an opportunity to dance and show-
case their talents for the three days we spent together. 
This experience, unlike my experience in the dungeons, 
left me full of joy and hope. 
 
 In her search for history, Hartman finds that little to noth-
ing of the enslaved endured in the dungeons. While the 
absence is both painful and illuminating it is, perhaps, 
the very abyss of the archive that reflects directly the 
birth of the enslaved through the death of the unique 
identities once held in their lives before. Having “lost our 
mother” our retelling of the past is always already frag-
mented. These gaps reflect the grief over what is gone 
and can never be retrieved. This grief is inevitable, yet 
necessary and, ultimately, useful. When we consider the 
future of blackness and the rich history that is being cre-
ated presently, the youth who  are leading the way as 
changemakers, and the beauty of what survived, we find 
that grief becomes the bedrock for the seed of change 
that produces the fruit of joy. There are so many connec-
tions to be made, similarities to build on, knowledge to 
be shared among us across Africa and the African dias-
pora.  
 
Though we have “lost our mother” we can find our 
friends, allowing the cultures and communities of black 
people around the world to teach us more about the di-
verse expressions of blackness and its survival outside 
of the continent, even in the wake of colonialism and the 
imposition of slavery. With this illumination we have the 
opportunity learn more about ourselves and shape who 
we will become. From this experience, my horizons for  
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my black past and future have widened, and I have 
found that my understanding of global anti-blackness 
and PanAfrican solidarity has become more nuanced 
and mature because the fantasy of “Mother Africa” has  
been replaced with names and faces of my new West 
African friends who have become like family. I will al-
ways cherish the experience I had serving at Peace Jam 
Ghana’s 2022 youth conference. Much gratitude and 
respect to conference director, Sir Wisdom Addo, confer-

ence coordinator, Barnabas Hammond, and Ghanian 
youth and mentors in attendance for a transformative 
experience and the opportunity to see Ghana in a new 
light. The joy I experienced on this trip will live deep in 
my bones for many years to come. 
—————————- 
1 Hartman, Saidiya V. “So Many Dungeons.” Lose Your Moth-
er: A Journey along the Atlantic Slave Route, Serpent's Tail, 
London, 2021, pp. 110–136.  

Peace Jam Ghana Conference 2022 - pictured: Ghanian middle and high school students from various 
schools participate in a workshop on Allyship lead by Saniorah Lynn Edouard (photo courtesy of Peace Jam 

Ghana and the West African Center for Peace Foundation) 
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Spotlighting ACWWS Member and New Assistant Professor 

at Amherst College, Dr. Jallicia Jolly 

Kingston-born and 
Brooklyn-bred, I am an 
incoming Assistant Pro-
fessor in American 
Studies and Black 
Studies at Amherst Col-
lege with investments 
in merging my commu-
nity-based research on 
Black women's health, 
grassroots activism, 
and political leadership 
with reproductive jus-

tice organizing and practice in the United States and the 
Caribbean. As a 2022 Ford Postdoctoral Fellow, I will be 
completing my first book manuscript, Ill Erotics: Black 
Caribbean Women and Self-Making in the Time of HIV/
AIDS, under contract with the University of California 
Press. Ill Erotics is an ethnography and oral history that 
explores how the politics of HIV care and self-making 
meet in young Black women’s everyday confrontations 
with illness, reproductive violence, and inequality in this 
unique pandemic-inflected era of HIV/AIDS in postcoloni-
al Jamaica. Foregrounding the reproductive justice or-
ganizing of Black Jamaican women, Ill Erotics chronicles 
how they build empowerment and self-care around disa-
bility, class oppression, severe impoverishment, and lack 
of access to health care. It centers three primary ques-
tions: How do the politics of HIV care unfold in the lives 
of HIV-positive Black Caribbean women?  What strate-
gies do they employ to navigate the multiple and contra-
dictory spaces of public health and humanitarian inter-
ventions, their communities, non-governmental organiza-
tions, and the state? How do these strategies inform the 
embodied claims and political interventions of transna-
tional black subjects? 
  
Eschewing conventional public health discourses about 
individual “risk” groups and implied black pathology, I 
instead examine how HIV-positive Jamaican women ne-
gotiate their desires for both erotic and reproductive au-
tonomy while participating in local organization EVE for 
Life (EFL). EFL is Jamaica’s primary psychosocial sup-
port and advocacy organization for HIV-positive young 
mothers as well as girls and women who experience 
sexual violence. Specifically, I foreground the lives of 
young women living with HIV/AIDS alongside, and in 

response to, prevailing discourses of HIV containment 
and humanitarian aid, and reveal how these discourses 
limit their autonomy and circumscribe their political par-
ticipation. Ill Erotics investigates how women navigate 
contradictory relationships with their communities, the 
state, health institutions, and global development agen-
cies—all spaces that reinforce entrenched norms of sex-
ual respectability and gendered, class oppression, and 
stigma. I coined the term “ill erotics” to allude to women’s 
grassroots politics of care and their self-making practices 
(through mentorship networks, support groups, and af-
fective connections) which manage to intentionally rein-
terpret discourses of shame, isolation, and contagion as 
calls for dignity, community-building, and resistance. I 
argue that the intersectional subject positions of young, 
HIV-positive Black women shape a novel politics of care 
that challenges these pathologizing discourses, and de-
bunk stereotypes about lower-class women as “non-
political.” 
 
My work is rooted in transnational Black feminist, critical 
ethnographic, and reproductive justice methodologies that 
enable me to contextualize the embodied knowledge, lived 
experiences, and material conditions of Afro-diasporic 
women. I remain attentive to the ethics and politics 
of documenting the racialized, gendered, and classed 
dynamics of HIV/AIDS in postcolonial and colonial con-
texts as I envision liberatory practices for doing culturally
-relevant, ethically and politically invested work 
that creates a more just present and future.   
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New Book Announcements 

Evidence of 
Things Not Seen: 
Fantastical Black-
ness in Genre Fic-
tions 
by Rhonda D. Freder-
ick 
 
Evidence of Things Not 
Seen :  Fantast ical 
Blackness in Genre 
Fictions is an interdisci-
plinary study of black-
ness in genre literature 
of the Americas. The 
“fantastical” in fantasti-

cal blackness is conceived by an unrestrained imagina-
tion because it lives, despite every attempt at annihila-
tion. This blackness amazes because it refuses the limits 
of anti-blackness. As put to work in this project, fantasti-
cal blackness is an ethical praxis that centers black self-
knowledge as a point of departure rather than as a reac-
tion to threatening or diminishing dominant narratives. 

Mystery, romance, fantasy, mixed-genre, and science 
fictions’ unrestrained imaginings profoundly communi-
cate this quality of blackness, specifically here through 
the work of Barbara Neely, Colson Whitehead, Nalo 
Hopkinson, and Colin Channer. When black writers cen-
ter this expressive quality, they make fantastical black-
ness available to a broad audience that then uses its 
imaginable vocabularies to reshape extra-literary reali-
ties. Ultimately, popular genres’ imaginable possibilities 
offer strategies through which the made up can be made 
real. 
 
To purchase or for more information visit:  
https://www.rutgersuniversitypress.org/evidence-of-
things-not-seen/9781978818064 
 
-- 
If the only language we have to speak blackness is neg-
ative, how can our relationships to blackness be any-
thing but negative? 

Marginalized 
Groups in the Car-
ibbean: Gender, 
Policy and Society 
By Dr. Ann Marie  
Bissessar, Dr. Cheryl-
Ann Boodram, and Dr. 
Daniele Bobb. 
 
"Throughout the world, 
policy makers argue 
that they develop and 
implement policies to 
benefit all members of 
their society. Marginal-
ized groups in the Car-

ibbean argue that the policies introduced by several gov-
ernments in the Caribbean lead to the exclusion of 
groups within these societies. Using both research and 

interviews, the authors explore how certain groups are 
excluded from the policy-making process and do not 
have a voice. The groups highlighted in this book include 
criminal deportees, women, children, first peoples, refu-
gees, and victims of floods. The three authors in this 
book are experts in separate disciplines: policy making, 
social work, as well as gender and development. They 
bring their respective experiences to bear in their argu-
ments, showing many sides to the exclusionary effects of 
laws and promoting strategies for change." 
 
To purchase or for more information visit:  
https://www.amazon.com/marginalized-groups-caribbean
-gender-society-ebook/dp/b09lc5bzz8 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.rutgersuniversitypress.org/evidence-of-things-not-seen/9781978818064__;!!FjuHKAHQs5udqho!Kg098gE3-68a4upz8MGA0fbv7SPBIMFoYksJNhmZcAEN8R4CKCjDbfern0gRevLi9juEOOic-m3qm08Vo1ZzYNDe5A$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.rutgersuniversitypress.org/evidence-of-things-not-seen/9781978818064__;!!FjuHKAHQs5udqho!Kg098gE3-68a4upz8MGA0fbv7SPBIMFoYksJNhmZcAEN8R4CKCjDbfern0gRevLi9juEOOic-m3qm08Vo1ZzYNDe5A$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.amazon.com/marginalized-groups-caribbean-gender-society-ebook/dp/b09lc5bzz8__;!!FjuHKAHQs5udqho!Mpu3MLSUGcDxreNDd-VoBLPhu-lwkBswcFQ5fJba0oVSQWVFbkeUzjj0LK-a0Jy_f3DBDnfBxie2Svz1WUM0a0Y8sG933g$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.amazon.com/marginalized-groups-caribbean-gender-society-ebook/dp/b09lc5bzz8__;!!FjuHKAHQs5udqho!Mpu3MLSUGcDxreNDd-VoBLPhu-lwkBswcFQ5fJba0oVSQWVFbkeUzjj0LK-a0Jy_f3DBDnfBxie2Svz1WUM0a0Y8sG933g$
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A Fierce Green 
Place 
Poetry by Pamela  
Mordecai 
 
Edited by Carol Bailey 
Stephanie Mckenzie 
 
With a contribution by 
Tanya Shirley 
 
A Fierce Green Place: 
New and Selected Po-
ems brings together, 
across the span of thirty
-plus years, the rebel-

lious, innovative work of the Jamaican-born Canadian 
writer Pamela Mordecai. From her acclaimed first collec-
tion Journey Poem, to the moving elegy for her murdered 
brother in The True Blue of Islands, to the stories of 
freed slaves told in Subversive Sonnets, and on to her 
dazzling reimaginings of biblical stories, this collection—
Mordecai’s first book published in the US—highlights the 

astounding range and depths of a poet whose poetry has 
been described by Kamau Brathwaite as “brilliant,” by 
Kwame Dawes as “deeply felt and immaculately crafted,” 
and by Edward Baugh as “heady, sensuous, intoxicating, 
dangerous, and painful.” 
 
Mixing Jamaican Creole with standard English, profanity 
and reverence with Patwa and blues, Mordecai’s words, 
written out of a “womb-space”of sound and power, shine 
through neocolonial violence and patriarchy. As the poet 
Tanya Shirley writes in the afterword to this edition, Mor-
decai’s poetry “represents the people, culture, and to-
pography of the Caribbean in multidimensional, complex 
ways.” 
 
To purchase or for more information visit:  
https://www.ndbooks.com/book/a-fierce-green-place/ 

African-Caribbean 
Women  
Interrogating  
Diaspora/ Post  
Diaspora 
by Joan Anim-Addo 
 
This anthology originat-
ed as papers presented 
at a conference held in 
London, July 2018, enti-
tled "Caribbean Women 
(Post) Diaspora: African
-Caribbean Interconnec-
tions". 
 
The chapters focus on 

issues of women’s agency and on the potential for trans-
formation produced by the experience of migration and 
the networks and communities fashioned by African-
Caribbean women in diasporic spaces. They cover a 
range of disciplines including the study of visual art, auto
-ethnographic analysis, in addition to socio-cultural and 
literary analyses. The work included in this anthology 
inserts, as central to its focus, considerations of gender 

and specifically the experiences of women in processes 
of migration, community formation and resistance. In its 
focus on concepts of diaspora and post-diaspora, the 
book investigates the potential of these theoretical terms 
to address the complexity of the diasporic experience. 
Concepts of post-diaspora have emerged in recent 
scholarship as a response to the challenges to traditional 
understandings of diaspora raised by the increase and 
speed of globalisation, and by the rise of transnational-
ism, both as a focus of academic study and as an every-
day experience. Post-diaspora, like transnationalism, 
emphasises the fluidity of the migration process: post-
diasporic identities emerge from the shifting formations 
of intra- and international communities. 
 
The chapters in this book were originally published as a 
special issue of the journal African and Black Diaspora. 
 
To purchase or for more information visit: https://
www.amazon.com/African-caribbean-Women-
Interrogating-Diaspora-Post-diaspora/ 

https://www.ndbooks.com/book/a-fierce-green-place/
https://www.amazon.com/African-caribbean-Women-Interrogating-Diaspora-Post-diaspora/dp/0367726130/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1JYONL41OI8L5&keywords=african-caribbean+women&qid=1662172018&s=books&sprefix=jafrican-caribbean+women%2Cstripbooks%2C84&sr=1-2&ufe=app_do%3Aa
https://www.amazon.com/African-caribbean-Women-Interrogating-Diaspora-Post-diaspora/dp/0367726130/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1JYONL41OI8L5&keywords=african-caribbean+women&qid=1662172018&s=books&sprefix=jafrican-caribbean+women%2Cstripbooks%2C84&sr=1-2&ufe=app_do%3Aa
https://www.amazon.com/African-caribbean-Women-Interrogating-Diaspora-Post-diaspora/dp/0367726130/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1JYONL41OI8L5&keywords=african-caribbean+women&qid=1662172018&s=books&sprefix=jafrican-caribbean+women%2Cstripbooks%2C84&sr=1-2&ufe=app_do%3Aa
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Black Women’s 
Rights: Leadership 
and the Circulari-
ties of Power 
By Carole Boyce Davies  
 
ABOUT THE BOOK 
 
Black Women's Rights: 
Leadership and the Cir-
cularities of Power pre-
sents Black women as 
alternative and trans-
formative leaders in the 
highest political posi-

tions and at grassroots community levels. Beginning with 
a critique of the assumption of an equivalence between 
masculinity and political leadership, Carole Boyce Davies 
moves through the various conceptual definitions, in-
tents, and meanings of leadership and the differences in 
the presentation of practices of leadership by women and 
feminist scholars. She studies the actualizing of political 

leadership in the Presidency of Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, the 
historical role of Shirley Chisholm as the first woman to 
run for presidency of the United States on a leading party 
ticket, the promise of the Black left feminist leadership of 
Brazilian Marielle Franco, and the current model of Prime 
Minister Mia Mottley of Barbados in advancing new lead-
ership models from the Caribbean. This book proclaims 
the 21st century as the century for Black women's lead-
ership. 
 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
 
Carole Boyce Davies, an endowed professor of Africana 
Studies and Literatures in English at Cornell University, 
is a leading scholar of African Diaspora and Black wom-
en's writings.  
 
To purchase or for more information visit:  
https://www.amazon.com/Black-Womens-Rights-
Leadership-Circularities/dp/179361238 

You May Have the 
Suitcase Now 
By Beaudelaine Pierre 
 
The Red Cross raises 
half a billion to build 
s ix  homes.  The 
Youwèn refutes claims 
they are responsible for 
the cholera outbreak. 
It’s been a decade 
since the 2010 Haitian 
earthquake. The Inter-
national Monetary Fund 
insists, Haitian officials 
shall increase gas pric-
es, mass outcries ex-

plode, the National Haitian Police kill 30, and six children 
in La Saline are dismembered, in the summer of 2019. 
COVID-19 is hardly felt. There are Haitians children who 
can’t go to school, women detained in their home, work-
ers killed on the way to work, and my daughter who 
dances away the turmoil: this is surreal. I write alongside 
everyday lockdowns and overthrows and pleas to let live. 
And a few blocks from where I write to live, a white Min-
neapolis police officer pins to the ground with his knee, 
for eight minutes and forty-six seconds, the neck of 

George Floyd, as he pleads for his life: “I can’t breathe.” 
And I write as the world witnesses the dying of an African 
American man under the weight of Justice. And I write as 
the Donald Trump’s administration hunts for evidence of 
crimes committed by Haitian immigrants Temporary Pro-
tection Status holders or TPS. I write You May Have the 
Suitcase Now under TPS. And I write as I yearn to 
ground down the thirst, the anger, the memories, the 
wars, the peoples, the languages, all the things I carry. 
But how to engage with the everyday stories of the eve-
ryday life from a poetic of urgency where writings and 
wrists and bones and everyday plea to breath tremble 
with the whole wide world. From goudougoudou to Floyd 
to Youwèn immunity, the line between the past and the 
present, between the self and the other, the human and 
the non-human, the near and the far, the buried and the 
living is an absence. Each story in You May Have the 
Suitcase Now holds an encounter with the other, he kind 
James Baldwin evokes in his 1970 letter to Angela Da-
vis: “if they take you in the morning, they will be coming 
for us that night.”  
 
To purchase or for more information visit:  
https://www.amazon.com/You-May-Have-Suitcase-Now/
dp/0898233992 

https://www.amazon.com/Black-Womens-Rights-Leadership-Circularities/dp/179361238
https://www.amazon.com/Black-Womens-Rights-Leadership-Circularities/dp/179361238
https://www.amazon.com/You-May-Have-Suitcase-Now/dp/0898233992
https://www.amazon.com/You-May-Have-Suitcase-Now/dp/0898233992
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Call for Papers: 
Deadline October 
1, 2022. 
 
MaComère: Journal of 
the Association of Car-
ibbean Women Writers 
and Scholars is now 
accepting papers for 
publication. First pub-
lished in 1998, this mul-
t i - l i n g u a l ,  p e e r -
reviewed Journal pro-
vides a platform for 
literature, orature, and 
multidisciplinary, gen-

der-inclusive  research focused on Caribbean Women’s 
thought and experiences, gender and sexuality. In doing 
so, the journal seeks to provide an intellectual space for 
the celebration and critical analysis of Caribbeans and 
Caribbean migrants and descendants throughout the 
Caribbean Diaspora Europe, the Americas, and Africa.  
 
The relaunch of MaComère will include peer-reviewed 
papers, critical essays, creative writing and poetry, and 
book and film reviews. Creative and scholarly work may 
address issues of gender (in)justice in the following 
ways:   
 
 gender disparities in Caribbean art production, par-

ticularly in film, music, and literature.    
 unfair im/migration practices as experienced by Car-

ibbean women.    
 women in Caribbean religious practices  
 Caribbean cis-gender and non-binary women’s politi-

cal leadership and activism.  
 Caribbean gendered performances.  
 Negotiating linguistic identity/ies  
 Caribbean women and Caribbean ecologies  
 Gender Inclusive Caribbean women’s health  
 Caribbean women’s studies and the digital humani-

ties.  
 Decolonization and Feminist/ Womanist Knowledge 

production in the Caribbean and the Caribbean Dias-
pora   

 Caribbean and Caribbean Diaspora women and re-
productive Rights 

Guidelines for Submissions:  
We welcome submissions in any of the languages of the 
Caribbean (e.g. French, Kreyol, English, Dutch, Pa-
pamiento, Spanish), although we may not be able to ac-
commodate translation.   
 
Please email your abstract as a Word document or PDF 
to acornel@fiu.edu, along with your name, title, mailing 
address, email address, and institution.   
 

Call for MaComere Editorial Board Members 
 
In the competitive marketplace of scholarly ideas and 
creative productions, a critical but often overlooked role 
is that of the editor. If you have been searching for a way 
to support academics and creatives who study, reflect, 
and engage subjects specific to the Caribbean and its 
Diaspora, please consider joining the MaComere Journal 
Editorial Board. Be a part of the journal that published 
early essays and poetry written by Opal Palmer Adisa, 
Barbara Christian, Beryl Gilroy, June Jordan, and Pame-
la Mordecai. Help us to usher in a new generation of 
voices whose perspectives are not only engaging, but 
also necessary. 
 
If you are interested in joining the MaComere Journal 
Editorial Board, please email Dr. Alexandra Cornelius at 
acornel@fiu.edu. 
 

 

mailto:acornel@fiu.edu
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Announcement of the 

ACWWS 5th Annual Graduate Student Essay Contest 

We are proud to announce the winners of the ACWWS Graduate Student Essay Contest 
for Academic Year 2021-22. 
 

First Place: Timmia Hearn DeRoy, PhD Candidate, Department of Theatre and Dance, 
University of Kansas.  
 
Timmia Hearn DeRoy earns first place for her rigorously researched and cogently written 
paper, “Moving Beyond Text and/or Author: An Anti-colonial Feminist Interrogation of 
Derek Walcott’s Dream on Monkey Mountain.” For this noteworthy accomplishment, Tim-
mia receives a cash prize of US$250 with strong encouragement to become an active 
member of the ACWWS and the opportunity to publish the paper in our refereed journal, 
MaComére: Journal of the Association of Caribbean Women Writers and Scholars. Mem-
bership in the ACWWS includes free access to our Newsletter, and participation in all of 
our events including (but not limited to) conferences, workshops, panel discussions, read-
ings, as well as opportunities to volunteer for committee work with the ACWWS in various 
capacities.  
 
 
Honorable Mention: Grayson Chong, MA/PhD Candidate, Department of English, University of Massachusetts, Amherst.  
 
Grayson Chong is a Jamaican Chinese woman currently pursuing her PhD in the USA. Ms. Chong earns Honorable Men-
tion for her theoretically and visually engaging paper, “Of Bustiers and Bodysuits: Sartorial Choices and the Celebration of 
(Hyper)sexuality in Dancehall and Reggaeton Music Videos.” For this noteworthy accomplishment, Grayson Chong re-
ceives free membership in the ACWWS organization “with all the rights and privileges thereof” for one year. Membership 
includes free access to our Newsletter, and participation in all of our events including (but not limited to) conferences, 
workshops, panel discussions, readings, as well as opportunities to volunteer for committee work with the ACWWS in vari-
ous capacities. Grayson is strongly encouraged to revise the paper for submission to our refereed journal, MaComére: 
Journal of the Association of Caribbean Women Writers and Scholars.  
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https://go.fiu.edu/writingworkshop
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https://go.fiu.edu/99848857573
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ACWWS Membership Information 

There are many incentives to becoming a member of the Association of Caribbean 
Women Writers and Scholars! These include: 

 An exclusive subscription to the ACWWS e-newsletter 

 Membership in a premier academic and cultural community related to the study, cel-
ebration, and circulation of creative writing and critical works by and about women of 
the circum-Caribbean and its diaspora. We also welcome other artists, professionals, 
and scholars from a diverse range of fields (e.g. law, health/medicine, religion, edu-
cation, history) who wish to engage in a rich dialogue about Caribbean/Caribbean-
diaspora women, gender, and sexualities 

 Graduate student and junior faculty mentorship 

 Opportunities to be considered for a graduate student writing award 
 
The ACWWS Membership rates are fixed and must be paid annually. All those who present at ACWWS conferences must 
be dues-paying members in good standing. The ACWWS no longer offers Lifetime Memberships.  
 
The Annual Dues for ACWWS are as follows: 

USA and Europe 
 Professional: US$100.00 
 *Full-time Grad. Student: US$ 50.00  
(*Please submit copy of student ID) 
 
Caribbean and Africa 
 Professional: US$ 50.00 
 *Full-time Graduate Student: US$ 25.00  
(*Please submit copy of student ID) 
 
Institutional: US$300.00 

 
Methods of Payment: 

Pay online visit: https://www.acwws.org/membership 
 
To pay by check (in US dollars): Make check payable to "Association of Caribbean Women Writers and Schol-
ars" and write "Dues" in memo line; mail to: 

Donna Aza Weir-Soley 
Florida International University 
Department of English 
Bldg Academic 1 Room 347 
3000 NE 151 Street 
North Miami, Florida, 33181 

 
Once again, welcome to the Association of Caribbean Women Writers and Scholars. 

https://www.acwws.org/membership
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Happy 60th Anniversary 

Jamaica 
(August 6, 1962) 

and 

Trinidad and Tobago  
(August 31, 1962) 

 


